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" ~ CI® OF AUSTIN, TEXAS
BPECIAL MEETING

October 21, 1968
16:00 A.M.

Council Chamber, City Hall

MAYOR AKIN snnounced this was a Special Meeting of the City Council
called for the purpose or ca.nva.ssing the returns of the Special Municipal
: . Election on the "Fair Housing Ordinance" held on October 19th.

MR. NELSOR PUBTT &ppee.red before the Council to make a statement for
the record. He recalled he bad written each Council member asking each not to
pass & housing ordinance ‘without -a vote of the people. The Council had thought
it best to go shead and pass the ordinance without such a vote. Mr. Puett
stated the October Election on-the "Pair Housing Ordinance” shows that given a
chance to vote, the people will ¥elect any attempt to d&ilute thelr rights of
ownership, and they do not want laws that will lead to the weakening of the
American Free enterprise system. ‘He listed the factors of what the proponents
of the Ordinance had in their .faver; but in view of the fact the Ordinance had
the endorsement of three memberw of the Council, the Newspaper, the Television
Stations, although one never officilally endorsed the Ordinance; the N.A.A.C.P.,
Austin Council of Churches, a lsrge vocal and liberal University commnity; and
others. With all of the free publicity, the great amount of money spent on
TV, Radio, mailing, signa, bumper stickers, and full page newspaper ads support-
ing the Ordinance, he did not aee how the opposition managed to win the Election.
The opponents had only a4 small budget of $6,000 -- no radio or television --
just nine mostly sma&ll ads and two mailings. The theme of the ad was that these
laws, whether local, state, or mational, violate the rights of ownership of
. property and attack the American free enterprise system. He said it was a
' glorious thing that the people of Austin were able to see what the issue was --
the right to private property against those who wanted to dilute the rights of
private property. '

\ COUNCILMAN LONG stated she believed zoning to be more restrictive than
. the "Fair Housing Ordinance™ wouRd have been, as people can do far less with
their property under zoning, which restricts private use more than the Fair
Housing Ordinance would. She did not believe the Fair Housing Ordinance to
be an invasion of priwvate rights.

MAYCR AKIN expressed appreciation for Mr. Puett's glving the Council
the benefit of his reaction as to the results of the Election Saturday. He
said the Council also appreciated his frankness and depth of conviction in the
matter; however, he noted there was another side which did not prevail in the
. final outcome, and does represent the viewpoint of a large segment of the
. people in the City of Austin. MAYOR AKIN read a statement as follows:
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"In conceding defeat of the Fair Housing Ordinence at the hands of a
small group of realtors im the October 19th City election, I personally
i make no concession, or accept no compromise where principles relating
. to the Ordinsnce dre concerned.

“The opponents of the Fair Housing Ordinance have won the right to
denongtrate the feasibility and workability of overcoming discrimina-
tion in housing by voluntary means. They have not won the right to
deny housing to qualified persons by whim or on the basis of the over-
riding priority of property ownership.

"Mr. Puett gloated at some length in this morning's Austin American
. upon the victory last Saturdey, pointing ocut that it was achieved
in spite of the efifforts of three members of the City Council, the
Austin Council of Churches, important segments of the home-building
industry and others.

"The growth and develoyment of Austin has been hindered and retarded
. ‘ by the dilstory tactics of some of our real estate operators. Berg-
strom Fleld, with vhich Anstin has always énjoyed the most pleasent

of relations, hes repeatedly called attention privetely to the diffi-
culties of minority group personnel in acquiring suitable housing due
to discriminstory practices on the part of realtors and apartment
house operators. The University community, as well as other segments
of the commmnity, have been likewise embarrassed.

"Since the opponents of the Fair Housing Ordinance have expressed a
preference for the Federal Open Housing Law, as compared to the local
ordinance, T hope there will be a readiness to comply with its pro-
visions when it becomes effective this coming Jamuary. I would
further hope that the Austin Human Relations Commission and interested
citizens generally would lend their support to the proper enforcement
of the national law.”

COUNCILMAN LONG said the Mayor of the City of Austin reflected her
thoughts completely. The voters had spoken, and the Council was ready and willing
to comply with the wishes of the people, but there is still the Federal Law to
. be complied with; and the Human Relations Commission under the direction of this

Council, will certainly see that this law is properly enforced when it comes
into effect Jamary let, 1968, and they would be very diligent.

COUNCILMAN NICHOLS expressed disappointment of the number of people to
turn out to vote, and he intended to abide by the decision of the majority of
. voters in this case. He stated he wes inclined to believe what he 4id, he did
for the good of the City of Austin.

Discusgion was held on reasons why the Housing Ordinance Election could
not have been heldbsimltanemsi.y with the General Election November 5th.
Councilman Long was inclined to believe the Couneil was compelled under the
referendum to hold the Election within 90 days; and that Municipal Elections by
Charter must be held on Saturdays. Councilman Nichols stated those who had
investigeted the possibility of holding a joint election were told (1) the
ordinance could not be on the Geleral Election Ballot, but would have to be on

a separate ballot; (2) Since this vote was on a voluntary basis, the election
. officials would not have necessarily needed to count those votes, or even hand
the ballots out; (3) Had the election been held the same day, the polling
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places would have had to be aepaﬁ‘he and apert from those set forth for the
o Novenber 5th General Elechion, #nd this arrangement would have necessitated
: . two sets of election aﬂ’iéials

The Council began the canvé&ssing of the returns.

MR. NELSON PUETT dquestioned the Highland Park School, Precinct 240,
returns, stating there eppeared to be a mathematical mistake. After investige-
tion, it was found the returns bhad the "For" and "Against" reversed. 1In
answer to Councilman Long's question as to how to determine the ambiguity, the
City Attorney said the most expedient way would be to have Ballot Box No. 3
. opened, as it contained the third tally sheet.

Councilman LaRue moved that the Council have Ballot Box No. 3 brought
to the Council room and opened. The motion, seconded by Councilman Nichols,
carried by the following vote:

. Ayes: Councilmen Janes, laRue, Long, Nichols, Mayor Akin
Noes: None

The Chief of Police was inatructed to bring the key to Ballot Box No. 3,
Precinct 240, to the Mayor.

Councilman Janes had to léa,ve the Council meeting at this time.

The Chief of Police brought. the key to the Council and Ballet Box No. 3
was opened. The Council counted the ballots, starting a new tally at the bottom
of the others, end Councilman Niohols called the vote on each ballot. The re-
count showed 286 votes AGATNST the Ordinance; 151 FOR, showing & discrepancy
of three votes AGAINST.

Councilman LaRue offered the following resolution and moved its adoption:

(RESOLUTIONR)
WEEREAS, there was held in the @ity of Austin, Texas, on the 10th

. day of Octover, 1968, an election at which there was submitied to the duly

qualified resident voters of s&i& City, for their ection thereupon, the following

ordinance:

mBmNCE NO. 680812-A
o AN ORDINANCE TO EE KNOWN BY THE SHORT TITLE OF "FAIR HOUSING
ORDINANCE (F THE CITY OF ADSTIN"; DECLARING THE PUBLIC POLICY

OF THE CTTY OF MIGI‘IN, TEPINING THE TERMS USED IN SAID ORDI-
NANCE; mOHIB]?l‘IKG DISCRIMINATION IN THE SALE CR RENTAL OF
HOUSING; PRCHTBITING DISCRIMINATION IN THE FINANCING OF HOUS-
ING; PROBIBITING DISCRIMINATION IN THE PROVISION OF BROKERAGE
SERVICES; PROVIDING PR CERTATN EXEMPTIONS AND EXCLUSIONS;
PROVIDING FCR THE FILING OF COMPLATNTS; FROVIDING FOR IN-
VESTIGATION AND ATTEMPT AT CONCILIATION BY THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTCR OF THE HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
AUISTIN; PROVIDING PCR REFERENCE OF COMPLAINTS AND FCR HEAR~-
. INGS BEFORE THE HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
AUSTIN; PROVIDING FOR CERTIFICATION OF VIOLATIONS TO THE CITY
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- INSTTTUTION OF CIVIL OR CIMINAL
PROCREDINGS BY THE CITY APTORNEY; PROVIDING FCR THE ISSUANCE

OF SUBPOENAS IN THE AID OF ENFORCEMENT AND F(R PENALTY FOR
. WILLFUL VIOLATION OF SOCH SUBPCENAS; PROVIDING AUTHORITY FOR

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION TO
DELEGATE CERTAIN OF HIS AUTHCRITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES;
PROVIDING AUTHORIZATION FCOR THE COMMISSION AND THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR TO COOPERATE WITH THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT AND TO En'rm mo AGREEMENTS WITH SUCH SECRETARY;
PROHIBITING UNLAWFUL INTIMIDATION IN CONNECTION WITH HOUSING
AND THE ERJOYMENT OF mmeﬂ'rs RECOGNIZED UNDER THIS CRDINANCE;
PROVIDING PENALTTIRS FCR THE VIOLATION OF THE PROHIBITIONS OF
@ THIS CRDINANCE; PROVIDING POR DISMISSAL OF PROCEEDINGS SUB~
JECT ‘TO FEDERAIL PRECEDENCE; PROVIDING FCR DISMISSAL OF PRO-
CEEDINGS UPON COMMENCEMENT OF TRIAL; PROVIDING THAT THE IN-
VALIDITY OF A PORTION OF FHIS ORDINANCE SHALL NOT AFFECT THE
REMAINTRG PORTIONS THEREQF; PROVIDING THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF
THE CRDIMANCE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

ATTORNEY; movmms FOR. MR

.- FOR the Ordinance

AGATNST the Ordinance ;

and,

WHEREAS, there were cast at sald election 24,305 votes, of which
rumber there were cast: -

PCR the Ordinance 10,391 votes;

AGATNST the Ordinance 13,913 votes;

as shown in the official 'electioﬁr-returns heretofore lawfully submitted to the
City Council of the City of Auatin, Texas, and filed with the City Clerk of
said City; and,

WHEREAS, only duly qualified resident voters of said City voted
. at said election, and said electlon was called and held in strict conformity
with the laws of the State of Texas; Now, Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

SECTION 1. 'That the election described in the preamble to this

: . Resolution was duly called and notice thereof given in accordance with law;

’ that said election was held in the manner required by law; that only duly
qualified residént voters of the City of Austin, Texas voted at said election;
that due returns of said election have been made by the proper officers; that
said election resulted against the Ordinance described in the preamble of this
Resolution; and that a majority of the qualified voters of said City of Austin,
Texas, voting et sald election, have voted against said Ordinance.

The motion, seconded by Councilman ILong, carried by the following vote:

_ Ayes: Councilmen IeRue, Long, Nichols, Mayor Akin
. Noes: None

Absent: Councilmen Janes
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 ADJOURNMENT

. Councilmen LaRue moved that the Council adjourn at this time, 11:40 A.M,
The motion, seconded by Councilmen Long, carried by the following vote:

! Ayes: Councilmen LaRue, Long, Nichols, Mayor Akin
- Noes: None '
Absent: Councilman Janes

The Council adjourned.

APFROVED:

Mayor

City Clerk [




